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September 2, 1904 1792 

CHINA. 

Reports from Hongkong — Inspection of vessels — Communicable dis- 
eases — Q uai 'a n tine m eas a res 

Passed Assistant Surgeon White reports as follows: 
The health report for the week ended July 23, 1904, is as follows: 
Plague, 25 cases, 25 deaths, all Chinese: cholera. 2 cases, 2 deaths, all 
Chinese; enteric fever, 1 case, no deaths, European. 

There were no cases of variola, diphtheria, scarlet fever, relapsing, 
puerperal, or typhus fevers. The Colonial government declares 
Manila ''not infected," and accordingly removes the quarantine 
restrictions, but it continues the restrictions against Anioy, Tinan Fu, 
and Anping. 

Precautions taken at Hongkong during the month of June, 190^, for 
the protection of the public health of the United States, the insular 
territory, and the Republic of Panama. 

Vessels inspected and granted bills of health 33 

Vessels fumigated to kill vermin 

Examined for diseases contemplated in paragraphs 29 and 67 of the quaran- 
tine regulations: 

Personnel 2,884 

Passengers 1, 514 

Required to bathe and undergo special examination: 

Personnel 2,089 

Passengers 608 

Examined for diseases contemplated by the laws governing immigration: 

Aliens 442 

Return of quarantinable diseases. 

Plague 194 cases, 183 deaths. 

Cholera 22 cases, 20 deaths. 

Smallpox 8 cases, 2 deaths. 

Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Number of emigrants per steamship Siberia recommended, July 21, 
for rejection: For Honolulu, 22; for San Francisco, 93. 

Report from Fuchau — No epidemic of plague. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon White forwards the following: 

Fuchatj, China, July 6, 1904-. 

Dear Doctor: In reply to your note of inquiry, under date of June 
22, 1904, as to the truthfulness of an item published in the Hongkong 
paper of June 18, stating that "the plague is exceedingly severe just 
now," etc., I am enabled to a&y, on the authority of three of our physi- 
cians who have the largest practice among both native and foreign pop- 
ulation of this port, that the statement referred to is absolutely false. 
Thus far in the season, 2 cases only are known on the south side of the 
river, and 2 cases in the city proper. 

It is unqualifiedly false that "several hundred people have already 
succumbed to the dread disease within the past month." 

Somebody is either maliciously slandering the city or else is woe- 
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fully ignorant and culpably careless in making said statement in the 
Hongkong and Shanghai papers. 

I will be obliged to 3 T ou if you will take the trouble to correct the 
statement in the paper that first published said item. 

I have just now consulted our port physicians, and they state that 
they know of no cases at present anywhere in this locality. 
Yours, truly, 

Samuel L. Gracey, Consul. 
Passed Asst. Surg. M. J. White, 

Hongkong. 

Note. — Service representatives at Manila and Shanghai were noti- 
fied of this correction by Passed Assistant Surgeon White. 

Reports from Shanghai — Smallpox — Beriberi near Nanking — Cholera. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ransome reports, July 26 and August 2, 
as follows: 

During the week ended July 23, 1904, there were issued 2 supple- 
mental bills of health, and 2 vessels, 106 crew, and 3 steerage passen- 
gers were inspected. Two cases of illness were investigated on board 
ship, neither of which proved to be quarantinable. They were 
inspected and passed 6 pieces of baggage, and 12 pieces were disin- 
fected. Manifests were viseed for 34,279 pieces of freight. 

The municipal health officer reports for the week, smallpox, 1 case, 
4 deaths; diphtheria, 2 deaths; tuberculosis, 34 deaths. The total mor- 
tality was 4 foreigners and 151 natives. 

No quarantinable disease was reported from outports, although beri- 
beri still prevails among soldiers in the vicinity of Nanking. 

During the week ended July 30, 1904, there were issued 1 original 
and 1 supplemental bill of health, and 2 vessels, 513 crew, 89 cabin 
and 299 steerage passengers were inspected; also 1 piece of freight 
and 62 pieces of baggage. Two cases of illness on board vessels were 
investigated, neither of which proved quarantinable disease. Mini- 
fests were viseed for 7,794 pieces of freight. One immigrant was 
examined and passed. 

The weekly report of the municipal health officer shows smallpox 2 
deaths, cholera 1 case, enteric fever 3 cases, diphtheria 2 deaths, scar- 
let fever 2 cases, tuberculosis 26 deaths. The total reported mortality 
was 6 foreigners and 130 natives. 

It will be observed that cholera has again made its appearance here. 
The case reported was a foreigner — a native of Portugal — and is said 
to have been of the vagrant class, although the man was removed from 
a respectable section of the European settlement to the hospital where 
he died. 

It has been impossible to learn definitely through any source of the 
existence of cholera in Shanghai and its environs up to the present 
time this season, and as the general mortality seems to be at present 
even slightly below the normal, it is thought that this is at least one 
of the early cases. The fruit season is now well under way, and this 
is usually the signal for the appearance of the disease. Especially is 
this the case with the advent of the melons, which are cut into small 
portions and exposed for sale, covered frequently with swarms of flies. 
This fruit is a favorite delicacy with the Chinese coolie class. 

There were no quarantinable diseases reported from outports. 



